| The First Transcontinental Railrood was buitt between 1863 ond 1868, T+ stretched

THE FIRST TRANSCONTINENTAL RATLROAD

1,912 miles across the United States from the Eostto West Coost. To trovel across
the country before, people had to toke long wagon troins for months before they
reached Calif ornia. With the Transcontinentol Railroad, people could iravel faster, i

safer, and cheaper. Ttems such as mail, supplies, and trade goods could be shipped
across the nationinjust a Few days.

1}

i HISTORY

t Peaple began talking about building o transcontinental roifrood around 1830. Asa Whilney, a merchont, was
| one of the first promoters of the line across the country. He tried, unsuccessfully, to urge Congress to
¥ ross onact o build the roiiroad. In the 1860s Theodore Tudah lobbied for a railroad. He surveyed the

Sierra Nevada Mountains ond located a pass where the railrood could be buift.

. ROUTE

i There were two main routes where people wanted the railroad to be buitt. The “central route” Followed

§ much of the some route as the Oregon Trail. I begon in Gmoha, Nebraska and ended in Sacromento,

k Colifornia. The “southern route” stretched across Texas, New Mexico, ond ended in Los Angeles, California.
f The cenfral route was chosen by Congress.

PACIFIC RAILROAD ACT

| President Abraham Lincoln signed the Pacific Railroad Act info low in 1862. The act stated there would be
g two main lines poid for by the United States government. The railroad took $50 million doliars to build,

§ The Ceniral Pacific Railroad would come from California, while the Union Pacific Railroad wauld come from
§ the Midwest and meet somewhere in the middie.

| CONSTRUCTION

§ Building the fronscontinental rallrond was tough work. The weather conditions in the mountains

§ during winter were especially dif ficult. OFten the only way 1o travel was 1o blast a tunnel

| through the mountains. The Cenirol Pacific Railrond blasted several tunnels through the = 1
f Sierra Nevada Mountains. The longest tunnel was 1,659 feet. The tunnels took a long Hime to build, as they B
§ were only oble to blast obout one foot per day. The Union Pacific Roflroad encountered indigenous i

Americans whe were not open to the life the “Iron Horse® was going to bring. They started roiding roilrood

J}. work sites. A lot of the land "granted” to the railrood by the government was indigenous Americans land.

™ WORKERS

Most workers on the Union Pacific Railroad were Irish laborers, many of whom had
served in both the Union and Confederate armies during the Civil War. Much of the track

} in Utrah was built by Mormons. Chinese immigronts bult most of the Centrol Pacific
Railrood.

}/ .. GOLDEN SPIKE
i )' Finally, on May 10, 1869, the two railroads met ot Promontory Surmit, Utoh. The
-'A N governar of California and president of the Centrol Pocifie Roilroad drove the lost
spike infe the track. This spike was known as the “Golden Spike” or “Final Spike.” Tt

was reploced with an iron spike of ter the ceremony. The golden spike is now an display ot Stanford
University in California. The Ceniral Pacific Roilroed connected San Froncisco to Sacramento in November
4 of 1869.

1§ IMPACT
| The transcontinental raifroad reduced the time it took fo get across the United States From six months
| to six days. The raiiroad was olso much cheaper. Before, it cost around $1,000 to go coast 1o coast, but
| the railrood wos only around $150. The roilroad replaced the Pony Express, wagon trains, ond stogecoach
I} lines. It opened the west For rapid settlement, changing the United States dramatically.
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’ Name

TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD

'} MATCHING: Match each term with its description.

A. Immigronts who worked on the roilroad

j B. The railrood ended in this stote

C. Name given to the railroad by indigenous people

D. Mountain range the roifroad went through

E. President who opproved the railroad

6. ———_ Chinese ' F. Early promoter of the railrood

7. ___ TronHorse G. Final spke in the Transcontinentol Railroad

California H. Blasted through the mountains

TRUE OR FALSE? Ploce o check in the correct column,

STATEMENT

9. Asa Whitney successfully campoigned for the roilrood.

)1 10. The southern rdufe ended in Son Francisce, California.

| 11. Congress chose the Central Route for the railread.

12. The tronscontinental roilroad took $50 million to build.

| 13. Passengers could travel across the US. in two days.

14. Prior to the railroad, people traveled in stogecoaches.

15. The rairoad wos financed by individual investors.

16. Indigenous Americans were hoppy with the railrood.

17 Theodore Judah surveyed the land for the railroad.

18. The railroad wos safer than wagon trains.
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MULTIPLE CHOICE: choose the best answer,

19, Which of the following best completes the analogy?
Central : Sacramento = Southern -
A.  Son Froncisco
B.  Los Angeles

L C. Omoha

8 D Phoenix

., )

| 20. Which of the following was NOT an impoct of the tronscontinentol railroad?
Ttems could be shipped much foster across the country.
People could travel much faster across the United Stotes.
People preferred to trovel in stagecooches and wogon trains.
More people moved to the western United States.

I 21 Which best describes the Golden Spike?
; It is still on the tronscontinental railroad.
Tt was knocked in by the United States President.
C. It wos stolen by natives.
D Ttis now on display at Stanford University.

t 22, Which accurately describes workers on the Tronscontinental Railroad?
Most were enslaved people.
Most in Utoh were Morrnons.
Most were Mexican immigronts.
Most were soldiers during the Revolutionary Wor.

L 23. Which of the following was NOT reploced by the transcontinentol railrood?
; Porvy Express

Stagecoaches

Wogon Trains

Interstates

E 24, Which of the following would be the least important to include in a summoary of the
| selection?
| The United Stotes governwment funded the building of the tronscontinental roilroad.
The transcontinentol railroad opened up the western United States.
The golden spike is on display ot Stonford
People could trovel across the United States much foster of ter the
transcontinental railroad was built.
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